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Published by the American Geophysical Union as part of the Special Publications Series. Whether

you are a science undergraduate or graduate student, post-doc or senior scientist, you need

practical career development advice. Put Your Science to Work: The Take-Charge Career Guide for

Scientists can help you explore all your options and develop dynamite strategies for landing the job

of your dreams. Completely revised and updated from the best-selling To Boldly Go: A Practical

Career Guide for Scientists, this second edition offers expert help from networking to negotiating a

job offer. This is the book you need to start moving your career in the right direction.
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This book can be divided into three sections:1) The "enlightenment section" - This section is worth

one hundred thousand dollars and should be read by every graduate student and mid-career

scientist. This is the best part of the book. It gives the reader the desire and courage to change. It

contains:a. Forward - by the President of the National Academy of Sciencesb. Preface - by the

authorc. Chapters 1 & 2This section does a good job at changing the mindset of a young or

mid-career scientist. The author convincingly told the readers that the total available job market for a

scientist is much bigger than just the realm of academia. Also, the author successfully conveyed

that the skills a scientist acquired while getting a PhD are also the ones highly useful in the

corporate world. Finally, the author bluntly told the reader the some of the skills and habits that

make a person successful in the academia are bad for the world outside of the academia.2) The

"principle section" - This section is worth ten thousand dollars. This part is the second best of the



book. It gives the reader the principles of how to change ones job from inside the academia to the

outside world. It contains:a. Chapter 3 - the stages of changeb. Chapter 4 - the proper career

planning processWhy is this section valuable, yet not as good as the first section? It is because it

contains the same good career planning principles for every career type, not just for the scientists.

While the principles described are good, they are not unique, nor earth-shattering. However, the

Stanford Career Planning Model in p32 and the "80:10:10 Rule" in p33 are outstanding. These two

pieces of information alone are worth much more than the price of the book.
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